HORSEMEN’S CODE OF ETHICS FOR TRIAL RIDERS


This code of ethics has been compiled with a concern for conservation, courtesy and safety on the trail.  We hope to increase awareness in these areas for the trail riders.


From the first day a horseman steps onto a horse and rides out into the woods, he/she will be looking for new challenges for the horse, as well as, themselves.  Like so many before them, they will find most of their riding will be on land belonging to someone else or public land.  Distance riding is quickly becoming the fastest growing sport in the United States.  With the growing number of trail riders comes a concern for conservation of the available land.


There are a few simple, common sense things that can be done to preserve and protect everyone’s rights to enjoy this sport:

· Park in designated areas – do not park in front of a driveway, gate or other vehicles.

· Ride on designated horse trails.

· Cross or picket-tie to two trees so the horse will not damage the three’s root system.

· Use tree saver when picketing to keep the bark from being rubbed off of the tree by the ropes.
· Protect the trails from erosion.

· Try to stay off steep narrow trails when they are wet.

· Avoid using man made places such as steps, bridges, or walkways built for pedestrian use.

· Leave places as you found them.

Courtesy and safety go hand in hand when riding in a group on the trail.  When you are in a group, you are responsible for the horse and rider in front of you; as well as, those behind.

REMEMBER A HORSE IS A HERD ANIMAL!!
· If a person is dismounted, another rider should stay with them until they are safely mounted.
· One person at a time should be agreed upon by the group to ride in front.  This person is responsible for letting those behind him know what he intends to do.  He should raise his hand to tell the riders behind him that he is going to slow or stop: indicate verbally when he feels that it is safe to trot or canter, and he should point out holes, glass, or dangerous objects on the trail.
· When riding in the middle of the group, keep your horse back far enough from the horse in front of you to enable your horse to watch his footing.  If you intend to pass, let the rider in front of you know you are approaching and would like to pass.  When it is safe to pass, you may say, “passing on your left” or “right” as the case may be.

· When you come to a steep downhill or very steep uphill grade, wait a while for the horse in front of you to proceed slowly and clear the area before you cue your horse to move on.  This allows each horse to pick his/her way safely without interference.

· The last rider or “drag” rider is responsible to let the riders in front of him know what is approaching from the rear (cars, bikes, bears, etc.).  He/she should be alert to riders in trouble.
· When riding in a group, try to keep your horse rated at the same speed as the rest of the group.  If you need to work your horse at a different pace for a while, let someone know and go up a side trail or back track.  Try not to get separated from the group.  All this will help your horse and will not be disturbing to the group.  Also, try to keep your horse at least one horse length behind the other not on the trail of the horse in front of you.

· Horses survive by their instinct, and their fear/fight/flight instinct is very strong.  Often when they can’t get away from what frightens them, they will kick out to get it away.  Keep this thought in mind when you meet kickers, back-packers, etc., in the woods.

· Always turn your horse’s hindquarters away from bikers, kickers, etc., so your horse can see them and be aware of their presence before moving on.  If you lose control of your horse, dismount and pass on foot before remounting.

· When you find yourself on a narrow road with a vehicle approaching, the safe place to be is the uphill side of the road so if your horse spooks, it won’t go over the edge.

· When there is more than one rider on the road with cars passing, all riders should be on the same side of the road.

· When traveling roadside, your horse should be traveling with the flow of the traffic, if the shoulder is safe.

· Water is very important for a horse.  Dehydration can be the cause of a serious illness, which can be avoided with a little care.  Offer your horse water at every chance you get.  Streams, puddles, etc. are okay to let your horse drink from.  This water is generally acceptable for horses to drink as long as there is no oil slick or other visible contaminant.  If your horse is hot, let him drink but walk him away from the water.  Never trot or canter immediately after you horse has finished drinking.  Try not to disturb another horse that is drinking.  Wait until the other horses are finished drinking before entering or leaving the water.

If you will keep these common sense suggestions in mind as you enjoy the trail, not only will you and your horse have a more pleasurable ride, so will everyone you ride with.
HAPPY TRAILS
